We estimate effects of early voting on voter turnout using a 2010 homogenization law from Ohio which forced some counties to expand and others to contract early voting. Using voter registration data, we compare individuals who live within the same 2 × 2 mile square block but in different counties. We find substantial positive impacts of early voting on turnout equal to 0.22 percentage points of additional turnout per additional early voting day. We also find greater impacts on women, Democrats, Independents and those of child-bearing and working age. We simulate impacts of national early day laws on recent election outcomes.
All binary variables are scaled up by 100 so they take value 0 or 100. The independent variable is the number of early voting days in all regressions, which include 2 × 2 mile geographic fixed effects. Standard errors are clustered two-way by county and by county-border segment. * p < 0.10; * * p < 0.05; * * * p < 0.01. Notes: The graph above plots the estimated impacts of early voting on turnout rates for each 5-year age group. Each plotted coefficient and its 95% confidence interval is from one regression using the full geographic sample and a 5-year age group subsample as indicated by the horizontal axes. The specification includes individual fixed effects and election fixed effects. Standard errors are clustered by county. Notes: The graph above plots the estimated impacts of early voting on turnout rates for each 5-year age group by gender. Each plotted coefficient and its 95% confidence interval is from one equation using the full geographic sample and a 5-year age group subsample as indicated by the horizontal axes. The left subplot uses the male subsample, and the right subplot uses the female subsample. All specifications include individual fixed effects and election fixed effects. Standard errors are clustered by county.
